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HELP WANTED 
The West Michigan Bluegrass Music Association needs you.  

enthusiastic crowd.  People 
were even dancing!!!!  
There will be another band 
showcase after the February 
16 Meeting.  If  you know 
of a band or group that 
would like to perform be-
fore our WMBMA  group, 
get the information to War-
ren Curtis (616) 581-2596.  
This should be another 
great musical evening. 
And it is FREE !! 
   Something else new !!!  
On Saturday, March 15, we 
will have a Bluegrass Ex-
travaganza at the historic 
Kent Theatre in downtown 
Cedar Springs.  We have 
three bands lined up 
(Lonesome Journey, Black 
Canyon and Missy K & A 
Mess óA Bluegrass).   
   This will be our first time  

in this historic, restored 
theatre.  This will be a 
great  opportunity for our 
members to experience 
Bluegrass at this new 
venue. 
In addition to these new 
events, we have the regular 
Hot Bands scheduled for 
TJôs in Lowell for March 1 
(Missy K & A Mess óA 
Bluegrass and Under Con-
struction)  and April 19 
(Patchwork and Dead-
wood.) 
Then there is MayFest on 
May 16-18. 
Whew!!!   Itôs going to be 
a busy 
spring !!! 
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  The WMBMA  January 
meeting/jam was held at 
TJôs in Lowell.  But, it was 
not just any meeting/jam.  It 
was a band showcase as 
well.  We had stage per-
formances by Lonesome 
Journey (house band for the 
evening), Railroad to No-
where, Missy K & A Mess 
óA Bluegrass, Mike Crofoot 
& Rick Triplett and Foose.  
All of this music was sup-
ported by great sound pro-
vided by Keith Grannis. 
And then, there was jam-
ming until very late. 
   Warren Curtis gets the 
credit for suggesting that 
we have a band showcase at 
our winter meetings.  And 
the bands certainly did turn 
out.  It was a great evening 
of music, with a large     

We need someone to be the Director 
of Promotion and Publicity for 
WMBMA.  
This is a critical position for WMBMA  
as we must continu e to promote our 
Association and the entire Bluegrass 
music genre.  
If you can work in both regular mail 
and e -mail transmission, are co m-
for table with creating promotional 
flyers and press releases, are orga n-
ized and can meet deadlines, then 
you are an ideal candidate for this 
important function.  

 The reward for this position is 
seeing your promotional efforts 
in the print media, as well as se e-
ing/hearing them on radio and 
television.  
If you are interested in helping 
the WMBMA  with this important 
task, please contact Dave Si m-
monds at:  

 
(616) 956 -8241  

or  
president@wmbma.org.  



Did you knowé  

WMBMA has members in 67 towns 
and cities in Michigan from Alpena to 

Buchanan to Detroit plus Indiana and 

Florida. 

 

Balance Dec. 16 2007     $11,014.46 

Accounts Receivable +   $    165.50 

Accounts Payable       -   $    262.23 

Balance Jan. 16 2008      $10,917.76 

 

              Norma Noall  

Hello Everyone, 

  I hope youôre enjoying our beautiful Michigan 

winter and getting ready for outdoor festivals 

when the weather warms up.  Millianne and I 

went to Coopers Glen Festival in January.  It 

was held in the Raddison Hotel (mighty fancy 

digs for a bluegrass festival) in downtown Kala-

mazoo.  Lots of great music and a great location 

( no port-a-jons) for a festival.  If you have the 

opportunity to attend any of their events I am 

sure you will enjoy them. 

   Speaking of festivals, our MayFest is just 

around the corner and we need volunteers for the 

Main gate, the Concert gate , the Association 

table and the Barn Sale.  If any of you are inter-

ested in volunteering a bit of your time I have 

sign-up sheets for everything so please sign up 

and volunteer.  You may do so at our meetings, 

Hot Band events, by phone (616) 636-4421 or 

snail mail:  

        Warren Curtis   13025 E. Englewright Dr,   

Sand Lake, MI  49343 

or at vicepres@wmbma.org    We have a lot of 

openings to fill so hope to hear from you soon. 

    We have a lot of bluegrass entertainment left 

this winter also.  In January we had Keith Gran-

nis provide the sound (Thanks Keith) and had 

Lonesome Journey entertain us followed be open 

stage which lasted until about 9:30, followed by 

jamming .  I think a good time was had by all.  

At our February Meeting the stage will be 

opened by Deadwood followed by anyone who 

wishes to sign up to get on stage.  Come join the 

fun, bring your instrument to play onstage or 

join in the jamming. 

   In March, we have two great events taking 

place.  March 1 will be a Hot Band Fundraiser 

with two great bands performing, held at TJôs 

Bar & Grille in Lowell.  March 15 will be our 

monthly meeting and another great fundraiser 

called ñBluegrass Extravaganzaò which will be 

held in the Kent Theatre in Cedar Springs.  This 

event will feature three great bands, and plenty 

of room for jamming throughout the theatre. 

   On April 17 we will host a monthly meeting 

and another Hot Bands Fundraiser at TJôs Bar & 

Grille in Lowell.  There is still a lot of bluegrass 

entertainment going on yet this winter.  Come 

join the fun. 

   Check out our website www.wmbma.org and 

take the time to fill out the Member Survey.  We 

want and need your input. 

  Hope to see yôall sooné.. 

                                                                                  

W arren Curtis  

   Hello WMBMA members.  We have 
had a busy time since our last Newslet-

ter.  And, it is still winter.  Just wait 

until the weather improves and we 

really get going! 

   In addition to all of the musical 

events listed in the other articles in the 

Newsletter regarding the meeting/Band 

Showcases, Hot Bands and Bluegrass 

Extravaganza, we are really zeroing in 

on MayFest 2008.  It may seem like a 

long way off, but it isnôt.  We still need 

lots of members to sign up to work a 

shift or two on the gates or Association 

Table or Barn Sale.  Warren Curtis is 

handling the sign-ups for all of these.  

The next time that you see him, check 

out the sign-up sheets and volunteer a 

little bit of your time.  Or you can al-

ways contact him at: 

 (616) 636-4421 or vicepres@wmbma.

org.  It actually adds to your Festival 

experience. 

   A number of WMBMA  members had 
the good fortune to attend the Coopers 

Glen Music Festival in Kalamazoo on 

January 11-12.  This festival was pro-

duced by G.L.A.M.A. from the Kala-

mazoo area.  Their President is John 

Speeter (the mature and only sane 

member of the Schlitz Creek Band).  It 

was an awesome festival, held in the 

downtown Radission Hotel, with an 

outstanding lineup, concluding with 

The Grascals on Saturday night.  It sure 

looked like a success and hopefully, 

they will do it again next year. 

   Another event to put on your calendar 

for March is the Lowell EXPO held 

Saturday, March 22 from 10 - 4 at the 

high school in Lowell.  This is an op-

portunity for WMBMA  to promote our 
Association before 5,000 - 6000  EXPO 

attendees.  We share a booth with the 

Kent County Youth Fair.  Our attrac-

tion is the music.  Bring your instru-

ments as we jam at the booth and in the 

EXPO halls.  This is a great opportunity 

to promote WMBMA and sign new 
members.  For more information, please 

contact Norma Noall or myself. 

   There is a lot of music happening in 

the next few months and we sure hope 

to see you at some of these WMBMA  
events.   

                     Dave Simmonds  

  Dear Bluegrass  Aficionados, 
 

Itôs been said that,  
ñClutter is like weeds -  
it multiplies.ò  

   
If your New Yearôs resolve, like 
mine, is to weed out your clutter, 
the MayFest Barn Sale would love 
your ñcast offs.ò  We will turn 
them into anotherôs treasure.   

We even offer pick up service !    
Call Dave at: (616) 897-6220   

or   
Karen at: (231) 652-1633.    
A big ñThanksò,  

in advance,  
to all of you for your donations. 
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Hi All,  

    I am really looking forward to the 

March Extravaganza at the Kent 

Theatre March 15.  Itôs a really nice 

place.  Theyôve really been doing a 

lot of work on it and it should be a 

lot of fun.  I know itôs a long way 

for some of you but I think you will 

be glad you did.  The  jam at our last 

meeting was great, got a lot of good 

comments so, the February meeting/

jam should be good also.   Hope-

fully, Mother Nature will be nicer to 

us the next time. 

Hope to see you February 16 !! 

 

         Millianne Curtis  




